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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  THURROCK* 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

W.  T.  G.  Boul,  M.B.E.,  M  D  ,  D.P  H.,  F.Z.S. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

L.  Culliss  ( i ,  2,  3) 

Officer  under  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919.  Inspector  under 

Shops  Acts. 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

H.  A  Gosling  (i,  2,  3) 

Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

R.  A.  Bull  (i,  2,  3!  L.  H  Ash  (i,  2) 

F.  H.  Mummery  (i,  2) 

1.  Indicates  Certificate,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

2.  Certificate,  Inspection  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

3.  Certificate,  Smoke  Inspection. 

Chief  Clerk — Sanitary  Inspectors'  Department  : 

R.  Thompson,  d  p  a  ,  m.r.i  ,  p.h.h. 

Clerical  Assistants  : 

Mrs.  D.  Sayers  L.  Dansie 

Mrs.  I.  Bincliffe  Mrs.  E.  Browne 

Mortuary  Attendant  : 

E.  J.  Cosby. 

Pest  Operative : 

D.  W.  Beadle. 


THURROCK  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Grays,  Essex. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Thurrock  Urban  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1949,  and 
my  twenty-fifth  Annual  Report  for  the  district  as  a  whole. 

I  am  very  much  indebted  to  the  whole  of  the  members  of 
the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  should  wish  to 
place  on  record,  for  the  information  of  the  Council,  my  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  work  they  have  carried  out  during  the  year  under 
review.  I  should  also  like  to  place  on  record  my  gratitude  for 
the  continued  support  of  members  of  the  Council,  and  Officials 
of  other  departments. 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  T.  G.  BOUL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Land  Area  (in  acres) 

Product  of  id.  Rate 

Estimated  Resident  Population 
(Civilian  76,950) 


40,000 
£1,872  18  4 

77,980 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

(Calculated  on  the  Resident  Civilian  Population). 


Live  Births 

Deaths...  ...  ... 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 

Deaths  from  Suicide 

Deaths  from  Road  Traffic 

Accidents  ... 

Deaths  from  other  violent  causes 


Thurrock 

England  &  Wales 

19.6 

16.7 

9-3 

II. 7 

27.8 

32 

4 

7 

2  r 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  (Section  47). 

One  case  was  removed  to  Hospital  during  the  year  under  the 
above  Act. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Routine  examinations  of  milk,  water  and  ice-cream  supplies 
were  carried  out  by  the  Counties’  Public  Health  Laboratories, 
66  Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W.i.,  and  from  the  1st  October,  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Balmoral  Avenue,  Southend- 
on-Sea. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  609  cesspools,  648  pail  closets  and  1  privy  in  the 
area. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  following  report  has  been  furnished  to  me  by  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  in  accordance  with  Article  27  (18)  of  the 
Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935. 

Visits  paid 


Dwelling  Houses 

5054 

Housing  Act,  1936  (Overcrowding) 

58 

Infectious  Disease 

568 

Caravans  ... 

26 

Factories  (Mechanical) 

188 

Factories  (Non-Mechanical) 

26 

Workplaces 

2 

Outworkers 

14 

Bakehouses 

29 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops 

161 

Butchers’  Shops 

34 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

3 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

56 

Refuse  Tips  and  Accumulations  ... 

90 

Slaughterhouses 

93 

Knackers  Yards 

8 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

126 

Stables  and  Pig  Styes 

38 

Samples — Milk 

595 

Samples — Ice  Cream  .,. 

97 

Samples — Water 

31 

Samples — Swimming  Baths 

14 

Samples — Rinsings  (Milk  Vessels) 

11 

Rat  Suppression 

3414 

Food  Preparation  Premises 

330 

Dustbins  ... 

301 

Schools 

5 

Food  Sampling 

454 

Food  Inspection 

186 

Shops  Acts — Inspections 

103 

Miscellaneous 

1446 
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Milk  Production. 

The  number  of  milk  producing  farms  in  this  district  is  54, 
and  of  this  number  43  are  licensed  to  produce  designated  milk. 

In  October  last,  the  administration  of  these  farms  passed  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  but  the  Council's 
Inspectors  still  visit  the  farms  in  order  to  obtain  samples  of  milk 
for  biological  examination  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  a  tubercle- 
free  milk  supply. 

There  are  within  the  area  18  registered  dairies  as  defined  by 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  and  52  licensed  persons 
who  retail  milk  in  the  sealed  receptacles  in  which  it  is  received 
at  the  premises.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  one  outside  firm 
carries  on  a  vehicular  trade  within  the  district. 


Improvements  to  Dairies. 

The  following  improvements  to  dairies  were  effected  during 
the  year : — 

Sterilizers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 


Dairies  hmewashed 
New  sterilizers 
Floors  repaired 
Natural  lighting 
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Milk  ( Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  persons  licensed  to  sell  :  — 


(a)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  2r 

( b )  Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  20 

(d)  Sterilized  ...  ...  ...  59 


Pasteurising  Plants. 

There  are  three  pasteurising  plants  in  the  district,  with 
capacities  of  500  gallons  per  hour  in  one  case  and  two  of  200 
gallons  per  hour. 

Heat-Treatment  Plants. 

There  are  two  premises  licensed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  in 
connection  with  the  heat-treatment  of  milk. 
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Samples  ( Heat  Treated). 

io 7  samples  of  heat-treated  milk  were  taken,  of  which  thirteen 
samples  were  shown  to  be  unsatisfactory  as  under  : 

Greater  than  2.3  L.B.U.,  but  less  than  6.0  L.B.U.  ...  9 

6.0  L.B.U.,  or  greater  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  number  of  samples  taken,  12. 1  per 
cent  were  failures. 

Samples  ( Tuberculin  Tested). 

1 15  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  were  taken,  of  which 
twenty-two  were  shown  to  be  unsatisfactory  as  under  : — 

Failed  methylene  blue  and  coliform  test  ...  ...  15 

Failed  methylene  blue  test  only  ...  ...  ...  5 

Failed  coliform  test  only  ...  ...  ...  2 

In  this  case,  19. 1  per  cent  of  the  samples  taken  were  failures. 
Samples  ( Pasteurised ) 

181  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken,  of  which  number 
eleven  samples  were  shown  to  be  unsatisfactory  as  under  :  — 

Greater  than  2.3  L.B.U. ,  but  less  than  6.0  L.B.U.  ...  4 

6.0  L.B.Lb  or  greater  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Of  the  number  of  samples  taken  6.1  per  cent  were  failures. 
Samples  ( U ngraded ) . 

157  samples  of  ungraded  milk  were  taken,  and  thirty-seven 
were  shown  to  be  unsatisfactory  as  under  :  — 

Failed  coliform  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Failed  bacterial  count...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Failed  coliform  test  and  bacterial  count  ...  ...  11 

In  this  case,  23.5  per  cent  of  the  samples  taken  were  failures. 
Samples  (Rinsings). 

18  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  of  which  number 
eleven  were  shown  to  be  unsatisfactory  as  under  :  — 

Failed  bacterial  count...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Failed  bacterial  count  and  coliform  test  ...  ...  9 

In  respect  of  all  the  foregoing  unsatisfactory  milk  supplies, 
it  should  be  noted  there  were  no  sustained  case  of  failure  to 
produce  a  reasonable  milk,  all  were  sporadic  in  character  producing 
satisfactory  results  on  a  second  sample. 
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Milk — Biological  Tests.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  ig3$,  Section  68. 

6 /  samples  were  taken  for  submission  to  the  biological  test,  of 
which  number  eleven  were  repeat  samples  due  either  to  breakages 
in  transit  or  the  premature  death  of  the  guinea  pig. 

One  sample  was  shown  to  be  positive,  and  in  this  connection 
the  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
was  immediately  informed.  One  cow  was  eventually  slaughtered 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
milk  lrom  this  farm  was  already  sent  for  pasteurisation  before 
sale  to  the  public,  no  further  action  was  necessary. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Committee  appointed  by 
Local  Authorities  on  both  sides  of  the  River  in  connection  with 
the  cement  dust  nuisance  made  their  final  report  in  April,  1949. 
This  Council  co-operated  in  the  collection  of  atmospheric  deposits 
in  connection  with  the  emission  of  cement  dusk  in  this  area,  and 
the  samples  were  forwarded  to  Dartford  R.D.C.  for  examination 
and  analysis. 

In  the  report  referred  to  above,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
the  highest  individual  reading  for  total  deposits  in  the  whole  series 
of  tests  was  recorded  on  the  3rd  February,  1949,  and  amounted 
to  4.8  tons  for  the  square  mile  around  the  Tunnel  and  Alpha 
Cement  Works.  This  is  equal  to  1,752  tons  per  square  mile  per 
annum.  However,  it  was  pointed  out  that  only  about  one-quarter 
of  this  amount  could  be  directly  attributed  to  cement  dust. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  in  his  report  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Alkali,  etc.,  Works,  indicated  that 
in  his  opinion  the  several  Cement  Manufacturers  in  the  area  under 
investigation  were  doing  all  they  could  to  reduce  cement  dusk 
emission,  and  that  so  long  as  this  huge  production  continued  in 
this  restricted  area,  even  when  all  has  been  done  that  can  be 
done,  the  irreducible  minimum  of  dust  emission  will  still  be  such 
as  to  give  cause  for  complaint. 

Water. 

(a)  Samples. 

Twelve  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  from  the 
South  Essex  Waterworks  Company's  mains  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  All  the  samples  were  shown  to  be 
satisfactory.  Three  samples  were  also  taken  from  the  same  source 
and  submitted  for  chemical  examination.  The  hardness  in  each 
case  was  as  follows  :  — 
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Sample  No.  i — Total  hardness  245  parts  per  million  (175  tem¬ 
porary  and  70  permanent). 

Sample  No.  2 — Total  hardness  235  parts  per  million  (175  tem¬ 
porary  and  60  permanent). 

Sample  No.  3 — Total  hardness  230  parts  per  million  (175  tem¬ 
porary  and  55  permanent). 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  eleven  samples  were  taken  from 
private  wells,  and  of  this  number  five  were  shown  to  be  unsatis- 
factoiy.  In  all  cases  the  occupiers  of  the  cottages  involved  were 
informed  of  the  necessity  for  boiling  all  water  before  use.  These 
cottages  arc  situated  in  very  isolated  parts  of  the  district  where 
it  is  not  anticipated  that  development  will  take  place,  and  in  four 
cases  it  is  not  possible  for  an  alternative  supply  to  be  obtained. 
In  the  remaining  case  the  owner  is  proposing  to  connect  his 
cottages  to  the  mains  service  during  the  early  summer  of  1950. 
The  areas  concerned  are  the  more  remote  parts  of  North  and 
South  Ockendon. 


Public  Swimming  Bath  and  School  Swimming  Baths. 

Fourteen  samples  were  taken  during  the  season,  and  of  these 
two  samples  were  shown  to  be  unsatisfactory,  both  of  which  were 
from  schools.  In  one  case,  the  chlorination  plant  was  brought 
into  operation  too  late  in  comparison  with  the  commencement  of 
bathing  to  effect  proper  sterilization.  In  the  second  case,  it  was 
alleged  that  the  bath  had  not  been  used  for  some  time  prior  to 
the  date  of  sampling  and  that  the  water  had  not  been  changed. 
Remedial  measures  were  taken. 

All  subsequent  samples  from  these  schools  were  satisfactory. 


{b)  Statistics— Water. 

1.  («)  the  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in 
quality,  with  the  exception  of  those  isolated  parts  of  North 
and  South  Ockendon  where  water  obtained  from  five  wells 
was  shown  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

(b)  During  the  dry  season,  one  or  two  properties  in  the  Bulphan 
area  which  derive  their  water  supply  from  stored  rainwater 
suffered  from  the  lack  of  an  adequate  supply.  The 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  arranged  for  the  storage  tanks  at 
these  properties  to  be  tilled  at  regular  intervals.  Apart 
from  this  one  instance,  there  was  no  real  shortage  of  water 
in  the  area  during  the  year. 
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2.  A  detailed  report  on  the  bacteriological  examination  of  water 
supplies  will  be  found  under  the  heading  “  Water — Samples.” 

3.  There  is  no  domestic  water  supply  in  the  area  liable  to  plumbo- 
solvent  action. 

4.  Action  taken  by  the  Department  in  connection  with  five  unsatis¬ 
factory  samples  of  well  water  has  been  previously  described. 

5.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  supplied  from  public 

water  mains  direct  to  the  houses  ...  ...  21,043 

Number  of  population  so  served  ...  ...  77,643 

(b)  Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water 

mains  by  means  of  standpipes  ...  ...  57 

Estimated  population  so  served  ...  ...  183 

(c)  Estimated  number  of  population  served  by  wells 

or  stored  rainwater  ...  ...  ...  154 


Meat  Inspection. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

ext 

Number  killed 

Cattle 

:lucling  Cows 

Nil 

Cows 

Nil 

Calves 

Nil 

sheep 

X  I  .a mbs 

I 

Pigs 

l6S 

Number  inspected  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

I 

l68 

All  diseases,  except  Tuberculosis. 
Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect¬ 
ed  affected  with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1.8 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  Tuber- 
losis  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4.1 
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Unsound  Meat  Surrendered. 

i39lbs.  of  meat  were  confiscated  as  the  result  of  visits  to 
slaughterhouses  for  the  inspection  of  cottagers’  pigs. 


Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  no  registered  slaughterhouses  in  the  area,  but  there 
are  nine  licenced  slaughterhouses.  No  regular  slaughtering  now 
takes  place,  the  licensed  slaughterhouses  being  used  in  connection 
with  the  slaughter  of  cottagers'  pigs. 


Knacker’s  Yards. 

There  is  only  one  knacker’s  yard  in  the  Council’s  Area,  and 
this  is  frequently  visited  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  any  likely 
contravention  of  the  Livestock  (Restriction  on  Slaughtering)  (No. 
2)  Order,  1940. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1)33. 

A  register  of  all  licensed  slaughtermen,  pursuant  to  Section 
3  (1)  of  the  above  mentioned  Act,  is  kept,  and  the  number  so 
licensed  is  23. 


Miscellaneous  Other  Foods  Surrendered. 


Pastes 

150  tins/jars 

Puddings 

17 

Mussels 

11  jars 

Dried  peas 

140  lbs. 

Milk... 

1244  tins 

Dried  egg 

3  Pkts 

Meat 

332  tins 

Meat  &  vegetables 

7  tins 

Jam,  etc. 

107  tins/jars 

Rabbits 

214 

Fish  (tinned)  ... 

250  tins 

Beverages 

2  tins 

Vegetables 

878  tins 

Tripe 

1142  lbs. 

Fruit 

215  tins 

Bacon  ... 

117  lbs. 

Soup 

106  tins 

Cheese  ... 

64  lbs. 

Ice-cream 

497  bricks 

Sugar 

16  lbs. 

Beef... 

1669  lbs. 

Prunes  ... 

5  Iks. 

Fish  (wet) 

i3I5  lbs- 

Cake  mixture 

2  pkts 

Brawn 

1  lb 

Eggs  ... 

131  lbs. 

Fruit  juices  ... 

6  tins 

Chickens 

7 

Crumpets 

1993 

Suet 

1  pkt. 

Pickles 

43  jars 
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Ice-Cream  Samples. 


Ninety-nine  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  and  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination,  with  the  following  results:  — 


Ministry  of  Health's  Provisional  Grade 

Number  of  Samples 

Grade  I 

. . .  65 

Grade  II 

19 

Grade  III 

7 

Grade  IV 

8 

In  connection  with  the  eight  unsatisfactory  samples  shown 
as  Grade  IV,  in  five  cases  these  were  isolated  instances  in  con¬ 
nection  with  which  all  follow-up  samples  proved  satisfactory.  In 
the  remaining  three  instances,  these  were  from  one  producer,  and 
investigations  were  carried  out  at  the  factory  concerned.  It  was 
subsequently  shown  that  the  main  fault  lay  in  the  fact  that  the 
producer  failed  to  bring  his  pasteurised  mix  down  to  the 
temperature  of  45°F.  within  the  time  limit  of  i4  hours  as  required 
by  the  Ice-Cream  (H  at  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947.  The 
producer  co-operated  with  the  Department  in  an  endeavour  to 
cure  this  fault,  with  the  result  that  all  subsequent  samples  were 
shown  to  be  of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Provisional  Grade  I. 

Of  the  total  of  99  ice-cream  samples  taken,  41  were  from  local 
producers,  and  fell  within  the  following  categories:  — 

Ministry  of  Health's  Provisional  Grade  Number  of  Samples 


Grade  I  ...  ...  ...  26 

Grade  II  ...  ...  ...  7 

Grade  III  ...  ...  ...  4 

Grade  IV  ...  ...  ...  4 

Percentage  of  Grade  1  samples  ...  ...  63.4% 

,,  ,,  Grades  I  and  II  samples  ...  80.5% 

,,  ,,  Grade  III  samples  ...  ...  9 .7% 

>>  >>  >>  IV  ,,  ...  ...  9.7% 

Pat  Content. 


During  the  year  twelve  samples  were  also  submitted  to  the 
test  determining  the  fat  content  in  ice-cream,  with  the  following 
results : — 


Produced  Locally 

Produced 

Outside  District 

(1)  • 

6.0 % 

(7) 

8.0% 

(2)  ...  10.0% 

(8) 

10.0% 

(3) 

5-5% 

(9) 

7-°% 

(4)  • 

8.0% 

(10) 

8.0% 

(5)  • 

5-0% 

(n) 

8.5% 

(6)  . 

10.5% 

(12) 

10.0% 
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Verminous  Premises. 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  30 

The  above  figure  does  not  include  houses  on  the  Council’s 
estates  which  are  supervised  by  the  Council’s  Housing  Department. 

(a)  The  methods  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from  vermin 
are  as  follows  :  — 

The  spraying  of  all  rooms  and  effects  with  a  vermicide 
containing  D.D.T. 

( b )  The  following  methods  are  employed  for  ensuring  the  belong¬ 
ings  of  prospective  tenants  of  Council  Houses  are  free  from 
vermin  : — 

The  belongings  of  prospective  Council  House  tenants  are 
inspected  bv  the  members  of  the  Council’s  Housing  Department. 
If  vermin  are  found  to  be  present,  the  tenant  is  not  accepted 
until  conditions  have  been  remedied.  The  tenant  is  expected  to 
carry  out  the  work  of  disinfestation,  or  alternatively,  this  is  carried 
out  by  the  I.ocal  Authority  at  a  cost  of  labour  and  materials 
plus  10%  establishment  charges. 

(c)  The  disinfestation  of  private  houses  is  carried  out  by  the 
owners  or  occupiers  under  the  supervision  of  the  Local  Authority. 
Facilities  are  offered  by  the  Public  Health  Department  whereby 
such  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  them,  and  a  charge  is  made 
for  this  service  on  a  basis  of  cost  as  indicated  above. 


Section  D. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  1434 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  made  for 

that  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ..  5054 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above,  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations,  1925)...  238 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  made  for 

that  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  951 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  and  not  capable  at  a  reasonable  expense  of 
being  rendered  fit 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  previous  sub- head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  962 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  111 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  566 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act ,  1536: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  lespect  of  which 

notices  were  served  under  the  Council’s  Housing 
Byelaws  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  as  a  result 

thereof  (including  those  outstanding  from  1948)...  101 

(B)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  1049 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  321 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  5 

(3)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  ol  which  undei  takings 

not  to  re-let  for  human  habitation  were  accepted...  4 

(4)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings 

to  render  fit  were  accepted  ...  1 

(5)  Number  of  houses  so  rendered  fit  ...  ...  1 
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(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act ,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

List  of  Works  Executed. 

Rooms : 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  232 

Stripped,  cleansed  and  redecorated  ...  ...  199 

Plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  65S 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  225 

Windows  repaired,  renewed  or  extended  ...  464 

Stoves  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  175 

Doors,  locks,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  102 

Vermin  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  69 

Food  stores  ventilated  and  repaired  ...  ...  40 

Staircases : 

Stripped  and  redecorated  ...  ...  ..  41 

Handrails  fixed  ...  ...  ..  ...  55 

Lighting  provided  ...  .  ...  3 

Repairs  ...  ...  ..  .  25 

Sanitary  Fitments  : 

New  sinks,  &c.  ...  ...  ..  ...  31 

Coppers  provided  or  repaired  ..  ...  68 

W.C.’s  and  pail  closets  repaired  ...  ...  181 

New  pedestals  provided  ...  ...  ...  32 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  45 

Soil  or  vent  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  12 

Drains  ; 

Unstopped  or  repaired  ...  ..  ...  77 

New  drains  ...  ...  ..  . .  1  r 

Gullies  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  29 

Inspection  Chambers  repaired  or  inserted  .  .  13 

Water  Supplies  and  Fittings  : 

Repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  26 
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External  Works: 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  267 

Gutters  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  198 

Walls  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  50 

Yards  paved  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  49 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  165 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  10 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 


Overcrowding. 

During  the  year  60  investigations  were  made  from  which  it 
was  ascertained  that  33  cases  of  overcrowding  occurred  These 
were  referred  to  the  Housing  Department  for  Council  Houses 
when  available.  Additional  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered 
by  the  Housing  Department  in  connection  with  investigations 
carried  out  under  the  Council’s  “  Points  ”  scheme  regarding 
Council  House  applicants.  The  total  number  of  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  abated  by  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year  was 
114. 
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FACTORIES  AC  TS,  1937  and  1948. 
Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

13 

26 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  above  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  Local  Authority  ... 

162 

CO 

00 

M 

26 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out -work¬ 
ers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

175 

214 

28 

— 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  wh 

ich 

Number  of 

defects  were  found 

Lase9  in 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Reie 

to  H.M. 

rred 

by  H.M. 

which  Prose¬ 
cutions  were 

1  nstituted 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences : — 

(a)  Insufficient 

7 

7 

— 

3 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

10 

9* 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relat- 

ing  to  Outwork)  ... 

12 

iii 

— 

12 

— 

Totals 

29 

1  27 

— 

1  17 

— 

Notes.  One  item  of  repair  outstanding  owing  to  revision  of  plans. 
1  In  the  case  of  one  factory,  further  action  is  pending. 
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Outwork. 

A  register  of  outworkers  resident  in  the  distiict  is  kept,  and 
the  number  so  registered  is  26. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

The  Infestation  Order,  1943. 

No  statutory  procedure  was  resorted  to  during  the  year. 
The  Pest  Operative  deals  with  all  complaints  of  infestations  as 
soon  as  they  are  received.  In  connection  with  disinfestations, 
private  dwelling-houses  are  treated  free  of  cost,  whilst  trade 
premises  are  charged  on  a  basis  of  total  cost  plus  10%  establishment 
charges.  In  addition,  the  Pest  Operative  carries  out  monthly 
treatments  at  the  Council’s  sewage  works  and  refuse  tips,  and  is 
available  to  assist  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  when  engaged  on 
the  treatment  of  sewers. 

The  following  are  statistics  in  relation  to  the  work  of  the 
Pest  Operative  : — 

Visits  to  Private  Dwelling-houses  ...  ...  2734 

Visits  to  Trade  Premises,  Refuse  Tips  and  Sewage  Works  6S0 

Using  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  formula  (i.e.,  bait  in  ozs.  x  2b) 
in  estimation  of  the  number  of  rats  killed,  it  is  shown  that  1168 
ozs.  of  poisoned  bait  were  used,  giving  a  total  of  2920  rats 
exterminated. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  REPORT. 


The  following  sa 

mples  of  food 

and  drugs 

were  taken  during 

the  year 

Article 

Number 

of 

Formal 

Samples 

Number 

of 

Informal 

Samples  Genuine  Non-Genuine 

Milk 

51 

— 

50  1 

Condensed  milk 

I 

1 

Margarine 

I 

— 

1 

Sausages 

18 

2 

14  6 

Sausage  meat 

25 

— 

23  2 

Pepper 

r 

— 

1 

Flour 

2 

— 

2  — 

Cooking  fat 

5 

— 

5 

Soft  drinks 

10 

— 

10 

Vinegar 

4 

— 

4 

Pork  savoury 

1 

— 

1 

Ginger 

3 

— 

.  0  _ 

0 

Liquid  paraffin 

1 

— 

1 

Vegemite 

1 

— 

1  — 

Olive  oil 

1 

— 

1 

Sausage  rolls 

2 

— 

2 

Coffee 

3 

— 

3 

Sauces 

5 

— 

5 

Glycerine 

1 

— 

1 

Meat  paste 

1 

— 

1 

Camphorated  oil,  etc 

0 

0 

— 

3 

Custard  powder 

1 

— 

1  — 

Tapioca 

1 

— 

1  — 

Jelly 

2 

— 

0  _ 

Pastry  mix 

3 

— 

3 

Meat  extract 

I 

— 

1 

Cinnamon 

I 

— 

1 

Glace  cherries 

I 

— 

1 

Prunes 

0 

.) 

— 

i  1 

00  m 

Salad  cream 

5 

— 

Fish  paste 

1 

— 

I 

Sago 

1 

— 

I 

Gelatine 

3 

3 

Almond  filling 

1 

— 

1 

Mashed  potatoes 

T 

T 

Bronchial  lozenges 

I 

I 

Tea 

4 

— 

4 

Gravy  powder 

1 

1 
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Article 

Rum 

Mincemeat 

Cheese 

Butter 

Aspirin  tablets 
Cream  of  tartar 
Junket 

Tomato  spread 
Pudding  mixture 
Sweets 
Figs 

Pearl  barley 
Cocoa 
Cake 
Soup 

Laxatives 
Ice-cream 
Candied  peel 
Cloves 

Saccharin  tablets 
Suet 

Icing  sugar 
Tonic  food 


N  u  mber  Number 
of  of 

Formal  Informal 
Samples  Samples 

T 

r 

i 

3 

I 

I 

r 

i 

?  _ 

i  i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 


r 

i 


Genuine  Non- Genuine 

I 

I 

3 

i 

T 

I 

1 

2  _ . 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

1 

2  _ 

I 

>  _ 

I 

I  — 


Totals  iyS 


4  193 


<1 


Non-Genuine  Samples. 

In  connection  with  the  eight  samples  of  sausages  and  sausage 
meat,  in  four  cases  warning  letters  were  sent.  In  two  further 
cases,  legal  proceedings  were  taken  and  fines  of  /To  os.  od.  and 
C 2  os.  od.  respectively  were  imposed.  In  the  remaining  two  cases, 
these  samples  were  taken  at  the  request  of  the  Police,  who  sub¬ 
sequently  took  proceedings  against  the  offender. 

Concerning  the  adulterated  sample  of  milk,  this  sample  was 
taken  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  Enforcement 
Officer,  who  subsequently  took  proceedings. 
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Legal  Proceedings. 

The  following  cases  were  taken  during  the  year  :  — 

Section  93,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Four  cases  were  taken  under  this  Section,  in  connection  with 
the  owner’s  failure  to  abate  a  nuisance.  In  all  cases,  at  the  final 
hearing,  the  works  had  been  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Local  Authority,  and  the  cases  were  withdrawn  bv  the  Council 
on  payment  of  the  costs  involved. 

Section  13,  Food  and  Drugs  Act ,  1938. 

One  case  was  taken  under  this  Section,  and  involved  six 
separate  counts  against  the  proprietors  of  a  cafe.  The  Court 
decided  to  impose  a  fine  of  £2  10s.  od.  on  the  first  count,  the 
remainder  being  dismissed  under  the  Probation  and  Offenders  Act. 

Section  3,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Two  cases  were  taken  under  this  Section,  in  connection  with 
the  sale  of  food  which  was  not  of  the  nature,  substance  and 
quality  demanded.  In  one  instance,  a  fine  of  £10  os.  od.  was 
imposed  plus  £1  os.  od.  costs,  whilst  in  the  other,  a  fine  of 
£2  os.  od.  was  imposed. 


Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

During  the  second  half  of  the  year,  several  individual  cases 
of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  reported,  but  investigations  in 
each  case  proved  abortive. 

In  August,  there  was  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  at  a  large 
factory  at  Purfleet,  and  the  Department  carried  out  an  exhaustive 
investigation  in  regard  to  the  preparation  of  the  food  consumed 
and  the  food  handlers.  Of  the  250  men  engaged  on  the  shift, 
some  40  were  affected.  Ten  rectal  swabs  were  taken  and  submitted 
for  examination,  and  in  all  cases  the  results  were  negative.  The 
results  of  these  investigations  were  very  inconclusive,  and  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  in  the  first  place  only  40  out  of  250  men 
were  affected  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they  had  all  consumed 
substantially  the  same  meal,  and  further  that  although  the  same 
staff  prepared  the  meals  for  the  next  day,  no  further  cases  were 
reported. 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  information  given  below  is  intended  to  supplement  the 
information  given  under  specific  headings  in  this  report  concerning 
action  taken  in  regard  to  the  inspection  of  all  places  where  food 
is  prepared  and  sold. 


Number  of  notices  served  ...  ...  54 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  ...  44 

Improvements  Effected. 

Food  preparation  rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  11 

New  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

W.C.’s  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  4 

Floors  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  7 

Utensils  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  5 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  4 

Counters  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  heaters  provided  ...  ...  23 

Soap  and  hand  towels  provided  ...  ...  3 

Wash  basins  provided...  ...  ...  n 

Cold  water  supplies  provided  ...  ...  2 

Foodstores  provided  or  cleansed  ...  ....  2 

Receptacles  for  refuse  ...  ...  ...  5 

Impervious  counters  provided  ...  ...  2 

Refrigerators  provided  ...  ...  1 


SHOPS  ACTS,  1912-1936. 

No  statutory  procedure  was  resorted  to  during  the  year,  and 
no  instance  of  employment  in  excess  of  the  statutory  period  was 
noted  in  connection  with  young  persons. 

In  three  instances,  informal  notices  were  served  concerning 
the  provision  and  display  of  notices  as  required  by  the  above- 
mentioned  Acts,  and  these  were  complied  with. 

In  six  instances,  informal  notices  were  served  regarding  the 
provision  of  heating  in  shops,  and  in  three  cases,  heating  was 
provided  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

legislation  in  Force. 

During  the  year,  no  change  in  legislation  has  taken  place, 
so  that  the  Acts  and  Orders  in  force  are  as  enumerated  in  previous 
reports. 

L.  Culliss, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


DISEASES 

Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

82 

25 

Dysentery 

22 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

8l 

58 

5 

Diphtheria 

I 

Meningitis 

6 

6 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis 

8 

7 

Chicken  Pox 

5 

— 

_ 

Poleomyelitis 

7 

7 

Measles 

404 

4 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

216 

8 

— 

Erysipelas 

9 

5 

— 

Pemphigas  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

12 

— 

— 

Gastro-Enteritis 

4 

4 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

18 

— 

Glandular  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Malaria 

1 

1 

— 

AGE  GROUPS,  1949 
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Public  Health  ( Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  132. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  above  headings. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

periods 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp’ry 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp’ry 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 

1 

•  •  • 

1-5  years 

2 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

5-i5  „ 

3 

3 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

. . . 

15-25  „ 

17 

12 

1 

. . . 

I 

1 

•  •  • 

25~35 

19 

9 

1 

I 

1 

... 

35-45  >. 

5 

4 

. . . 

O 

J 

•  •  • 

45-55  >> 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

• .  • 

2 

2 

55-65  „ 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  ♦ 

2 

1 

65  „  \ 

upwards  ) 

1 

1 

3 

... 

•  •  • 

Totals 

50 

32 

6 

0 

0 

12 

6 

... 

... 

